NUBODI KOUPE

ou might have thought that the
~hances of two new replicas of

Ferrari’s 250 GT SWB Betlinegq

being seen at the recent

Nubodi and Mirage products, despite
heir similar livery and inspiration, Ope
. a high end, ultra authentic lookalike -
with a bespoke chassis and suspension
PﬂCl{ElgC, while the other is d bodykit (With
he inevitable compromises that entails i
erms of dimensions) with a more modest

price point. We suspect that if you are And by all accounts business is brisk

~onsidering one, you will not be considering  Kits are going out on a regular basis, not
L3NS, JL

the other... but both have their part to play  just within the UK, but recent export
i the kit car marketplace. - export

destinations have included Fr '
/o : ‘ 3 dnce, S‘Hf:df:n;
The Koupé is the brainchild of Chris Australia and the US. And factory builds
Welch of Tribute Automotive and it’s his

ace an order, Nubodi

h Richard Bird and he established
the Hew company some three years ago. In
addition to marketing and selling kits, the

company will also undertake factory builds
for customers,

Seoneleigh show was slim. But the reality
was exactly that, made even more confusing
by both being 1n a Stirling Moss inspired
Rob Walker Racing livery! We've already
~overed the launch of Mirage Automotive’s
Mirage 250 in these pages (April 2017

sue 125), and now it’s the turn of

Nubodi’s Koupé. In reality, the Koupé has

been around for a while and is actually

| , are in high demand, such that Nubod:

' | | | the official sShop window for Tribute'S nanufactured by Tribute Automotive, with company that actually manufactures kits. cannot take another commission until afer
With Nubodi Automotive acting as the the compaﬂY’3 Nubodi acting as sole agent for domestic That said, it is Nubodi Automotive that september 2018. To get over that problem
range of bOdy conversions, CKC took a closel ook at T and worldwide sales. ' markets the range of Tribute products there are now four approved build agents |
Moss-liveried Koupé, It would be somewhat unfair on either and acts as the sole point of contact for it can direct customers to, one in northern

product (and unrealistic) to compare the customers. It’s to Nubodi that you'll go in [reland and three in the UK.

Words and pictures: lan Stent

Front three quarter view
| sertainly the
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~the UK bur ﬁefént'expoﬁ destinations have included/
France, S;geden, Australia and the US , 9
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NUBODI KOUPE
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IMPRESSIONS

New dash and tunnel top panels conceal Z3 origins convincingly.
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| in focus he
Richard is upfront 1l focusing on t

JfFordability of the model ran 3
company’s BMW 73 based l\':‘mlml (an AU
' | kit) thats currently

Cobm inSpil‘Cd panc 4
ales. In contrast,

caking the lion's share
the new Koup¢ is poss

MOSt exXpensive pmducr, alt 1
ith an eye on budget... the

at just £4995 and Richard
estimates that a well appointed DIY
project could be done for just £15,000 (or
less if the interior remain stock).

ike the Kobra, the Koupé uses
BRMW s Z3 as its foundation, with all the
unboltable panels removed, and the new
fibreglass replacements bolted and bonded
into place. Having built a 7.3 based Bertint
2s 2 CKC project car a few years ago, We
know just how good the 23 s, both in 1ts

suitability as a base ve hicle for any panel

of s ‘
bly che companys
hough still

verv much w
main Kit starts

lgc ;md il“S I'hc

what’s not to

d then here’s the stl‘uight six engine

An .
and quick remap

hich. after a cheap
livers 265bhp in almost stock form. ..
love about the Z3's suitability

W

de

for projects like this?

The Koupé panel kit is extensive at some
25 pieces and despite the front and rear
Jams being large single items. Up tront,
the ingenuity of the design of both the kit

and base vehicle come to the fore. While it’s
perfectly possible to pop the bonnet to gain
~ccess to the main engine components, you
can also choose to lift the complete front
end of the car, hingeing on the original Z3
hinges under the windscreen and lifting up
to give unparalleled access to the complete
tont end of the car — a great feature for

aweaking the fully adjustable coil-over struts .

on this car or checking the coolant pipes on

the radiator etc.

‘ ‘ Impressions will be enhanced if they poke theiy

wose in the interior. New dooy cards and vitally
o completely new dash panel do much 1, concml;

the 2.3 origins which are further disguised
by some aftermarket seats 9§ 9

Big ticket items on this car include
‘he Borrani replica knock-on wire wheels
which in themselves also require knock-
on hub adaptors... the complete set
(including tyres and spinners) will set
you back £2500. At the moment their
inclusion in the build means the rear
.rches need extending from standard in
order to cover the tyres, but some cunning
reworking of the set-up should mean

supermarket car park. Indeed, we'd g0
further. Most people won'’t see its }'lifl']’jblf‘:
origins at all and will simply conclude i’s
a rather lovely classic car.

Those impressions will be enhanced
if they poke their nose in the interior.
New door cards and, vitally, 2 completely
new dash panel do much to conceal the
/.3 origins which are further disguised
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1 g
DY SOIIC aftermarket seats. A new rc

L p , -
kit. bur also as a driver's car once a project Latched back in place, there's no question future cars won't need the modification cace ties into the wind -
: . ’ % 1 iy Ldb A 1IASCICern (nounrtine
is complete. that this Kolllpe looks tl;f part and ?as lots As with most panel kits, catch it at the points for the original Z3 soft-top, 2
j i i | iling to catch your € . : e g 1l LD SGIt-T0op, outer

As if to prove the et Richard of e fletal D e y o) right angle and it'll look fabulous, where roll hoop mecunts behind the occupants

explains that this 3.0-litre example of the the original style bonnet catches and door he compromseIob i e hins Sy o " 3 nd the occupants
. e i ; :1:1 “‘ f*; o = —‘,-' F1€J 6%42 v s.4) :.13..[' ""tO:l:J it e ity "_' 3O :ES.
breed vielded so many unwanted parts har:idlehs to the lights Ecl)]r the rac;lng rouncels. be exposed from other angl=s, But with SREEEE S
that he actually made a profit on the base with the leather boot strap showing o0od angles to ensure thar, for the moes: i ey R
. ,, . S . \ere 212 struciural advan

"ﬁhlcflilonce tl'_lﬁ}‘ d zee;solc}on, adding 1;5 01‘381?5 :;elry c}l]ear E’r ip; the form of a part, it’s a conversion that won't leave when it oz to reducics any flex i the
a useful £200 into the kitty for new parts. imberland leather belt. you embarrassed at a petro! siaticn o 78,9 '
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IMPRESSIONS

Timberland leather belt adds a sense of cheeky fun to this conversion.  Wing mirror and sliding windows all part of the conversion.

As youd expect, the driving position is always worth remembering that Nubodi can v _
ENGINE AS TESTED: largely as per the BMW. The windscreen also offer the Kalifornia (feazured September KOU PE 2 50 SV'%J.' 8 ?_
3.0-litre BMW straight located rear view mirror now offers a view 2015 issue 106), which is effectively a K A“ F O RN | A 2 L-O SH in e —— T
6, remap. 265bhp. of the headlining and needs moving to the Koupé without the roof. Although never JU JVV D S AR : |
%ﬁiﬁiﬁ;;;?;? dash top, but otherwise it’s all fine. a reality in terms of authentic replica, KITS SUPPLIED TO BUILD & EUW‘?“
options in pre and post Fire up the 3.0-litre straight six and it obviously offers the wind in the hair BUILT TO YOUR SPECIFICAT! M
Egegr;oam ;{’r?t’::”}" {Qjchard‘.i ch?ice of ?xhauszf: isnt one wed experience which is otherwise lost. . PARTS. TRIMMING. WIRING. SERV: 2%
CHASSIS: Unmodiied  follow! His chosen fabricator offers three As previously mentioned, the extensive i il S R
Z3 structure. Additional  levels of silencing and Richard opted for kit package starts at £4995 (£3995 for the T e i 0 S
gﬂ;ggﬂ;g%e the noisiest. .. it’s ludicrously antisocial, Kalifornia) and a decent homebuilt example 5 :
Standard Z3 with popping and banging on the over-run and should be possible for £15,000. If you want e il s “:"E
adjustable coil-over otherwise just loud. someone else to do the spannering, the | wwwuut o ohveﬁ SRR h; __‘—%;
strut conversion. : g g 3~ . g b : . Lt RO o e e om oS
STEERING: Standard Decibels aside, other driving impressions factory built examples start at £28,000. R ORRARL ?§ FASRR e
73 power-assisted include 2 firm burt acceprable ride (it’s As with all proper panel kits, the =32
iﬁj;nng ack and lowered from standard) and performance unmodified nature of the donor means that E
BRAKES: Original Z3. potential thatr will be entertaining if fully the Koupé is exempt from the IVA test with ;
Servo assisted. exploited. Braking, steering and other which conventional kit cars must comply. : - 5
gcﬁ)ﬁ'ﬁq S-T-Qizg s dynamics are largely unmolested from the To see examples of other colour schemes, <t co!‘:‘:p?EhE‘ﬂswe range : ’ E
AGTOte. original 73 and none the worse for that. borh race and road focused, head to the & of wiring products for 3
T: 0118 983 370. And if you think ir’s a shame to have Nubodi website where you'll also find = repair, modification or
g%zﬁi%ci;auws@ a convertible base vehicle and then considerably more detail on the kit contents | SR e H complete rewire to SRITISH ENGIN!NG EVOLVING
W: www.nubodi.co.uk ~ permanently put a2 roof over the cabin, it’s and the other models on offer. B Knock-on alloys expensive, but worthwhile. = @1 .2 1 your kit car. T _

"Saturdéy 23rd September

Lots of period
All welcame, any car.....

detailing to be
found on Koupé.

Zero starter kit starts
¥ from only £2,345....

Factory Suilt Zero option also available & Finance.
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Visit our website, phdﬁ&ﬁélﬁa“fOI‘a‘fl‘;%‘_(?atal‘igllehl.k YRR
LRt st I | \\\\\ . greatbritishsportscars.co.uk

Tel: 0115 9305454  Emaily sales@v
SRR LGN Maun Way, Boughton, Qllerton, Nottingham, NG22 97D

1101423 840 990 E: info@greatbritishsportscars.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring P!‘Lwlilltfts (CKC), |
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind ESt, likeston, Derbyshire DE? SEF

July 2017 55
Www.compleatekitear.co.uk
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